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Using hypothetical scenarios of rule-breaking situations, this study contrasted two behavioral limitation
(BLIMIT) strategies that diﬀer in terms of their connection to the transgression-induced problem (logical consequences vs. mild punishments, compared to no BLIMIT). A total of 215 children (M age = 10.42) and their
mothers rated the eﬀectiveness and acceptability of these strategies, when preceded by diﬀerent discipline
climates (autonomy-supportive [AS] vs. controlling). Mothers rated logical consequences as the most eﬀective
and acceptable strategy in both climates and perceived BLIMIT strategies more positively in AS climates. A
signiﬁcant interaction also revealed that all diﬀerences between BLIMIT strategies were accentuated in AS climates. Children believed that logical consequences and mild punishments were equally eﬀective and more effective than no BLIMIT, but they rated logical consequences as more acceptable. Children also perceived BLIMIT
strategies more positively in AS climates. However, for children, climates did not moderate the eﬀect of BLIMIT
strategies.

As primary authority ﬁgures, parents are entrusted with the important role of socializing their children. There are two principal goals
of socialization: compliance and value internalization. While the internalization of values is crucial for the maintenance of socially acceptable behaviors in the absence of authority ﬁgures, compliance is
necessary for social skill learning and the prevention of antisocial behaviors (Patterson & Fisher, 2002). While researchers (Baumrind, 2012;
Grolnick & Pomerantz, 2009; Grusec & Davidov, 2010) agree that noncoercive authority exertion is an integral part of optimal parenting in
the control domain of socialization, exactly what constitutes the optimal way to exert authority after a rule transgression remains unclear.
Part of the dilemma is due to the fact that some authority exertion
practices seem most eﬀective to obtain compliance (e.g., power assertion), while others are best to promote value internalization (e.g., inductive reasoning, responsiveness; Baumrind, 2012; Grusec &
Goodnow, 1994). Given that both compliance and value internalization
are desirable socialization goals depending on context, it has been argued that mild punishments (i.e., unpleasant non-physical sanctions;
Larzelere, Cox, & Mandara, 2013), paired with inductive reasoning (i.e.,

highlighting the eﬀects of transgression on others) and responsiveness
(i.e., being attentive to child feelings and needs), constitute the optimal
way for parents to respond to rule transgressions (Baumrind, 2012).
Yet, mild punishments have also been linked to negative child outcomes
(Gershoﬀ et al., 2010), which suggests that the combination of authority exertion practices presently recommended, and speciﬁcally its
component that limits child behaviors, may not be optimal for child
development. Additional research on alternative behavioral limitation
(BLIMIT) strategies is thus imperative to unravel more optimal ones.
The present study began this investigation by examining logical
consequences as a new BLIMIT strategy that seems promising for limiting children's behavioral repertoire while preventing the negative
outcomes typically linked to mild punishments. Logical consequences
refer to behavioral limitations that address the transgression-induced
problem and require children to take responsibility for their actions
(Ginott, 1965). This BLIMIT strategy was ﬁrst proposed by Ginott
(1965) as part of a parenting workshop that seems eﬀective to induce
positive change in school-aged children's behaviors (Joussemet,
Mageau, & Koestner, 2014). However, because this workshop includes a
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when paired with practices meant to promote this socialization goal
(e.g., inductive reasoning). Speciﬁcally, mild punishments encourage
children to fear parental authority (Kochanska & Thompson, 1997) and
to focus more on how to please authority ﬁgures than on the values
underlying parental requests (Grolnick, 2003). As such, this BLIMIT
strategy encourages children to comply but for controlled reasons (e.g.,
to avoid losing privileges) and not for autonomous ones (e.g., self-endorsed values; Kremer, Smith, & Lawrence, 2010). There is also evidence that some forms of mild punishments (i.e., time outs) are linked
to greater child anxiety, while others are not (i.e., taking away privileges; Gershoﬀ et al., 2010). These studies suggest that mild punishments could interfere with internalization as well as have other detrimental eﬀects on child development. Considering these potential
pitfalls, identifying alternative BLIMIT strategies is crucial to better
support parents in their socialization role.

large number of authority exertion practices, the unique impact of logical consequences on child outcomes (perceptions or behaviors) has
never been empirically tested. Importantly, this strategy has never been
speciﬁcally compared to mild punishments, even though mild punishments are currently the recommended way to limit children's behaviors
(e.g., Baumrind, 2012).
To determine the relative value of logical consequences and mild
punishments, the present study compared these BLIMIT strategies to a
no BLIMIT condition using hypothetical scenarios, and tested their
impact on school-aged children's and mothers' eﬀectiveness and acceptability beliefs. The no BLIMIT condition was operationalized as
repeating the rule following persistent disobedience. Moreover, given
that researchers propose that inductive reasoning and responsiveness
moderate the impact of punishments (Baumrind, 2012), we crossed the
three BLIMIT conditions with two discipline climates, an autonomysupportive (AS) climate that included rationales and acknowledgement
of feelings, two behaviors reﬂecting reasoning and responsiveness respectively, and a controlling (CTL) climate characterized by guilt-inductions and threats (Koestner, Ryan, Bernieri, & Holt, 1984; Soenens &
Vansteenkiste, 2010).
We thus presented all three BLIMIT strategies twice in a counterbalanced order, once after AS verbalizations and once after CTL ones,
for a total of six combinations of authority exertion practices. We chose
this experimental design because it allowed us to systematically vary
diﬀerent factors that could impact mothers' and children's perceptions
(Barter & Renold, 2000). Understanding these factors is important because mothers' beliefs regarding parenting practices indicate their
willingness to employ these practices (Hamilton, Spinks, White,
Kavanagh, & Walsh, 2016), while children's beliefs predict their compliance and internalization as well as mediate the impact of actual
parenting on child outcomes (Darling, Cumsille, & Martínez, 2007;
Grusec & Goodnow, 1994; Lansford et al., 2010).

1.2. Toward an alternative BLIMIT strategy
Grusec and Goodnow (1994) proposed that to promote the internalization of societal rules, authority exertion practices must be perceived as legitimate or acceptable by children. Subsequent research has
focused on children's acceptability beliefs regarding verbal inﬂuence,
coercive practices or parental authority in general; together, these
studies provide clues on the characteristics that optimal BLIMIT strategies are likely to have. One factor that has been shown to inﬂuence
children's perceptions of authority exertion practices is coercion. Speciﬁcally, children perceive coercive practices such as love withdrawal
and shaming as less acceptable than the use of reasoning (Helwig, To,
Wang, Liu, & Yang, 2014). As an additional factor inﬂuencing children's
perceptions, research anchored in Social Domain Theory (Smetana,
2011) shows that the social domain in which the transgression occurs
(i.e., conventional, prudential, moral and personal) inﬂuences the degree to which children will perceive their parents' authority as legitimate. It is now well-established that both children and teenagers
perceive parental authority as illegitimate when it concerns personal
issues and preferences (personal domain) but that legitimacy increases
for non-personal concerns, such as another person's rights/welfare
(moral domain), the child's own safety/welfare (prudential domain)
and contextually determined norms (conventional domain; Smetana,
Wong, Ball, & Yau, 2014). Given this research, it seems important to
investigate BLIMIT strategies that are non-coercive and in domains
other than the personal one.
Of particular interest for the present study, research also suggests
that the presence of a logical connection between reasoning, one form
of authority exertion, and the transgression-induced problem increases
children's acceptability beliefs regarding this strategy. For example,
school-aged children perceive reasoning that is related to the transgression's social domain (e.g., discussing the welfare of others following
a moral transgression) as more acceptable than reasoning that is unrelated (e.g., discussing social conventions following a moral transgression; Nucci, 1984). Several authors also proposed that a logical
connection to the transgression-induced problem is also important
when it comes to BLIMIT strategies (Farkas & Grolnick, 2010; Grusec &
Goodnow, 1994). Accordingly, the present study focuses on the link
between BLIMIT strategies and the transgression-induced problem to
distinguish logical consequences from mild punishments.

1. BLIMIT strategies
Mild punishments and logical consequences represent two qualitatively diﬀerent BLIMIT strategies. BLIMIT strategies in turn may be
viewed as a subcategory of authority exertion practices that speciﬁcally
limits children's behavioral repertoire, where parents take advantage of
the fact that they have greater control over resources than their children to stop inappropriate behaviors and obtain appropriate ones.
While some BLIMIT strategies include harsh and coercive behavioral
constraints, neither mild punishments nor logical consequences are
applied in a coercive fashion.
1.1. Mild punishments
In the parenting context, mild punishments refer to unpleasant nonphysical behavioral constraints or deprivation of privileges, meant to
either suppress undesirable behaviors or make children comply with a
broken rule (Larzelere et al., 2013). Examples of mild punishments are
prohibiting the use of a certain toy, forbidding participation in a given
activity, or imposing chores. Usually introduced with sentences such as
“Since you did/didn't do this, you must/can't” or “As a punishment/consequence, you need to”, these unpleasant behavioral limitations are typically imposed to make children “mind” so that they will direct their
attention to their parent's message and act accordingly (Baumrind,
2012).
Research on mild punishments has mostly focused on their impact
on children's behaviors, emotions and motivations. In those speciﬁc
cases where children refuse to obey, mild punishments imposed shortly
after the transgression and paired with inductive reasoning have been
shown to be more eﬀective in promoting compliance than relying solely
on reasoning or positive reinforcements (Patterson & Fisher, 2002).
However, research also suggests that although mild punishments promote compliance, they could prevent internalization of values even

1.3. Logical consequences
Ginott (1965) argued that parents can increase the link between
BLIMIT strategies and the transgression-induced problem by using logical consequences. Logical consequences refer to behavioral limitations that directly address the transgression-induced problem and require children to take responsibility for their actions. Children are
typically required to take responsibility by either engaging in active
problem-solving (e.g., oﬀer reparation; change their behavior) or by
13
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prototypical examples of these strategies. We operationalized mild
punishments as taking away diﬀerent privileges because this form of
non-coercive and non-physical punishment has been shown to be unrelated to child negative outcomes (e.g., aggressive or anxious behaviors; Gershoﬀ et al., 2010). Also, to verify that participants actually
perceived both logical consequences and mild punishments as limiting
children's behavioral repertoire, we included a no BLIMIT condition for
comparison purposes. We operationalized this condition as simply repeating the rule following persistent disobedience.

experiencing the changes that their parent must implement to stop their
undesirable behaviors (e.g., when improperly used, loss of the toy/
object until it is clear that children will not repeat the harmful behavior;
change in schedule to meet time constraints). Introduced with sentences
such as “This occurs, now it is time to”, “For now, this needs to be”, “Before
this, this needs to happen”, or “This occurs, now there is no more time to”,
logical consequences limit the child's behavioral repertoire, with the
goal of solving the transgression-induced problem. Although logical
consequences are similar to mild punishments in that they both entail
some form of limitation of children's behaviors, there are also important
qualitative diﬀerences between these two BLIMIT strategies.

2. Contextualizing logical consequences and mild punishments
Keeping in mind that researchers recommend mild punishments in
those instances where inductive reasoning and responsiveness have
failed to elicit compliance (Baumrind, 2012), it was important to
compare the value of BLIMIT strategies when they were preceded by
such optimal discipline climates. To operationalize optimal discipline
climates, we relied on decades of research anchored in Self-Determination Theory showing a positive link between AS climates and children's development (Joussemet, Landry, & Koestner, 2008). In disciplinary contexts speciﬁcally, AS discipline climates have been
operationalized as providing rationales and acknowledging feelings,
two behaviors reﬂecting reasoning and responsiveness respectively
(Koestner et al., 1984). However, comparing logical consequences, mild
punishments and the no BLIMIT condition when preceded by AS climates could have blurred important distinctions between these BLIMIT
strategies. For example, it was possible that the presence of a rationale
provides children with suﬃcient information about the importance of
the rules to cancel any advantage that logical consequences could have
over mild punishments (interactive eﬀect). To test this interaction, we
also compared logical consequences, mild punishments and the no
BLIMIT condition when preceded by CTL discipline climates, characterized by externally and internally pressuring behaviors, that is
guilt-inducements and threats (Soenens & Vansteenkiste, 2010). Research has repeatedly shown that AS climates promote children's value
internalization and well-being, while CTL ones jeopardize children's
development (see Joussemet et al., 2008, for a review). Accordingly,
mothers and children were expected to view all BLIMIT strategies in a
more positive light when preceded by AS climates than by CTL ones.
However, the clear contrast between these two climates should facilitate the detection of moderating eﬀects between BLIMIT strategies and
climates in the prediction of eﬀectiveness and acceptability beliefs regarding BLIMIT strategies.

1.4. Distinguishing logical consequences from mild punishments
To be considered logical consequences, BLIMIT strategies must aim
at addressing the transgression-induced problem. Logical consequences
are thus inherently linked to the transgression-induced problem and
provide children with valuable information about its nature, its impact
on themselves and others, and the necessary steps to take responsibility
to solve it. For example, children who need to repair an object that they
have broken not only learn about the importance of respecting others'
property, but also about the actual consequences of their action for the
victim who wishes to reuse this object. By having children either address the transgression-induced problem themselves or experience the
logical consequences that come with having the parent address it, logical consequences highlight behavior-outcome contingencies to a
greater extent than mild punishments, and in a more experiential way
than with other forms of authority exertion strategies. When persistent
disobedience occurs, experiences of problem-solving also focus children's attention on the necessities of the situation and on the welfare of
others at times when other strategies have failed to prompt children to
consider this information (Hoﬀman, 1983).
In contrast, BLIMIT strategies become punishments when their only
conceptual link to the problem is their capacity to make the child mind
to prevent recurrent transgressions. Such mild punishments are often
based on the child's interests (i.e., what the child will most mind
losing), the parent's mood (i.e., how much the parent feels the child
must “pay”) or the severity of a repeated oﬀence (i.e., how important is
it to prevent the behavior; Critchley & Sanson, 2006), and thus provide
no additional information about the values and principles underlying
the parent's rules (Farkas, 2007). Being limited in their informational
value, mild punishments could at times even be perceived as irrelevant.
In addition, given that their goal is to make the child mind, mild
punishments are also more likely than logical consequences to arouse
strong negative emotions in children, which in turn could prevent the
child from processing the parental message (e.g., anger, rejection, or
fear; Hoﬀman, 1983). Logical consequences, in contrast, are often unpleasant for children, as problem-solving typically is, but they need not
be. For example, logical consequences may be pleasant as long as they
successfully address the transgression-induced problem and children
take responsibility (e.g., cleaning the living room with fun music).
Moreover, logical consequences should arouse less negative emotions in
children because with logical consequences parents can remain sensitive to children's diﬃculties during problem-solving, as well as provide
help and guidance when needed.
Given these characteristics, mothers and children should perceive
logical consequences as more acceptable and more eﬀective in promoting compliance than punishments or than no BLIMIT. Although
mixed forms of BLIMIT strategies undoubtedly exist,2 the present study
began the investigation of logical consequences and mild punishments
by comparing the perceived eﬀectiveness and acceptability of

3. Actual parenting as a context for mothers' and children's
perceptions
Finally, past research shows that perceptions of parenting practices
vary across individuals and interpersonal contexts (Darling & Steinberg,
1993; Grusec & Goodnow, 1994), and that individuals who live in a
more need-supportive environment are more sensitive to the potential
beneﬁts of need-supporting events (e.g., Moller, Deci, & Elliot, 2010).
Accordingly and as a secondary objective, we tested whether observed
diﬀerences between the experimental conditions varied as a function of
participating mothers' actual parenting. The two parenting dimensions
that we focused on were AS parenting and structure. These dimensions
were chosen because they are fundamental for children's development
(Aunola & Nurmi, 2005) and directly relevant to the experimental
manipulations. They were thus most likely to inﬂuence mothers' and
children's perceptions.
4. The present research
In sum, the present research used hypothetical scenarios to test the
impact of logical consequences, mild punishments and no BLIMIT on
mothers' and their school-aged children's eﬀectiveness and

2
For example, BLIMIT strategies can be logically linked to the transgression-induced
problem and still be imposed to make the child mind. In this case, they would be considered as mild punishments.
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Children with participating mothers were similar to those with nonparticipating ones in terms of their age, family context (i.e., perceived
actual AS parenting and structure), and their acceptability and eﬀectiveness beliefs regarding the BLIMIT strategies and the discipline climates. There was however a greater proportion of girls among children
with non-participating mothers.

acceptability beliefs, and veriﬁed if these perceptions varied according
to discipline climates. As a secondary goal, we also tested the moderating eﬀect of actual parenting on participants' perceptions. We considered school-aged children from 9 to 12 years old to be the ideal age
group for this study because at this age children are at a developmental
stage where they can perceive diﬀerences between parenting practices
(Helwig et al., 2014) and reliably complete self-reports (see Harter,
1985, for more information on the validity of self-reports with this age
group). They are also young enough to evaluate parental authority as
legitimate in all non-personal domains (Smetana & Asquith, 1994).

5.2. Procedure
We recruited mothers of children in 4th–6th grade through their
children's elementary schools by sending them an information sheet
describing the project along with a consent form (approximate
N = 1725; 10 participating schools). We then sent questionnaires to
each of the 259 mothers who agreed to participate. Mothers completed
their questionnaire at home and returned it using a pre-stamped envelope (estimated completion time = 50 min). Children who obtained
parental consent completed their questionnaire at school with an experimenter (estimated completion time = 25 min or less).

4.1. Primary hypotheses
Given that both logical consequences and mild punishments limit
children's behavioral repertoire, we expected that mothers and children
would perceive these strategies as equally eﬀective to prevent future
transgressions and as more eﬀective than no BLIMIT. In addition, participants should perceive both mild punishments and logical consequences as more acceptable than the no BLIMIT condition because
these strategies provide greater structure at a time when self-regulation
is required but children persist in acting in socially unacceptable ways
(Hoﬀman, 1983). However, we expected that participants would evaluate logical consequences as more acceptable than mild punishments
since they have greater informational value.
We could not formulate a deﬁnite hypothesis for the moderating
eﬀect of discipline climates on how participants would perceive BLIMIT
strategies. On one hand, it was possible that because of their greater
informational value, participants would perceive logical consequences
as more acceptable than mild punishments even when compared in AS
climates (additive eﬀects of climates and BLIMIT strategies). However,
and in line with Baumrind (2012)’s proposition, it was also possible that
diﬀerences between mild punishments and logical consequences in
terms of acceptability beliefs would be reduced when these BLIMIT
strategies were preceded by AS climates, presumably because rationales
and acknowledgement of feelings increase mild punishments' informational value. The distinction between mild punishments and logical
consequences would then be less salient in AS than in CTL climates
(interactive eﬀect of climates and BLIMIT strategies).

5.3. Experimental manipulation
We manipulated parental BLIMIT strategies (mild punishments, logical consequences and no BLIMIT) and discipline climates (AS vs. CTL)
using hypothetical scenarios that depicted mother-child interactions in
rule-breaking situations, using comic strip formats. All scenarios presented transgressions in non-personal social domains: child refuses to
do his/her homework (conventional domain), child refuses to brush
his/her teeth (prudential), child damages his/her parent's tools (moral),
and child calls his/her sibling names (moral). We manipulated the
discipline climate in the ﬁrst three images of each comic strip by
changing how mothers reminded the rule to their child. AS discipline
climates were represented by integrating acknowledgements of feelings
(e.g., “I see that you'd rather not brush your teeth now that you are
already in bed”) and rationales (e.g., “It's important to brush your teeth
every night in order to have nice white teeth”; Koestner et al., 1984),
while the CTL discipline climates were characterized by guilt-inducing
comments (e.g., “It's always the same with you… You never listen to
me!”) and threats (e.g., “If you don't go right away, you'll regret it!”;
Soenens & Vansteenkiste, 2010).
We then manipulated the BLIMIT strategy in the last image by
changing how mothers reacted to the child's persistent rule transgression. BLIMIT strategies were thus always presented in the same way but
they were preceded by diﬀerent discipline climates. In the mild punishment conditions, mothers punished the child by taking away a privilege that was unrelated to the child's misdeed (e.g., “Since you don't
listen, you won't be able to go to your friend's house tomorrow”). In the
logical consequence conditions, mothers responded in a way that addressed the problem created by the child's transgression and let the
child experience the consequences of his/her behavior (i.e., when the
problem was going to bed late because of not wanting to brush teeth,
mothers made routine changes to respect bedtime: “With all this time
spent discussing teeth brushing, there is no more time for a bedtime
story”; when the child was watching television instead of doing his/her
homework, the mother turned oﬀ the television set; when the child
called his/her sibling names, he/she was asked to apologize; when the
child damaged his parent's tools, he/she was required to repair them).
In the no BLIMIT condition, the last image depicted mothers who repeated the rule again after the child had been ignoring their request for
quite some time (e.g., After 15 min, “Victor, we brush our teeth before
going to bed”).
Crossing the three BLIMIT strategies (mild punishments, logical
consequences and no BLIMIT) with the two discipline climates (AS vs.
CTL) yielded a 3 × 2 within-subject design with six experimental
conditions. To ensure validity, we presented each condition four times,
using the four diﬀerent hypothetical scenarios mentioned above, for a
total of 24 stories. Mothers evaluated all stories, presented in a counter-

4.2. Secondary hypotheses
Exploratory analyses veriﬁed if observed diﬀerences between
BLIMIT strategies varied according to mothers' actual parenting. We
hypothesized that children would perceive greater diﬀerences between
BLIMIT strategies when their mothers provided more optimal parenting
(i.e., more AS parenting and structure). We also expected mothers who
reported more optimal parenting to be more attuned to diﬀerences in
BLIMIT strategies as these mothers were likely to be more aware of the
varying impacts of parenting strategies.
5. Method
5.1. Participants
A total of 215 children (Mage = 10.42 years; SD = 1.04) participated in this study (47% boys) and 168 of these children's mothers also
participated (aged between 25 and 53 years old; M = 39.61 years;
SD = 5.24). Most mothers reported being French Canadians (86.9%);
other mothers in the sample reported Arabic (3%), French (2.4%) or
Hispanic (1.8%) ancestries. Eighty-three percent of the mothers were
either married or living in a common law union, and 82% reported
having graduated from CEGEP (i.e., a technical/pre-university institution) or university. Regarding their income (in CAD$), 14% of the families had an annual income below $30,000, 50% earned between
$30,000 and $100,000, and 36% earned $100,000 or more.
Participants were thus primarily of middle-class socioeconomic status.
15
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Fig. 1. Example of the comic strips: comic strip for the logical consequence in the AS climate condition in the damaged tools scenario.

Reliability coeﬃcients for mothers' ratings, computed from the four
hypothetical scenarios in each condition, varied between 0.79 and 0.89
across the six conditions, while correlations for children's ratings,
computed from the two hypothetical scenarios in each condition, varied
between 0.76 and 0.88 across the six conditions.

balanced order, while children evaluated half of them, also in counterbalanced order, to reduce their questionnaire to a more age-appropriate
length (scenarios = teeth brushing and damaged tools). To improve
participants' identiﬁcation with the stories, the child's sex in the comic
strips was the same as the participating children's own. After reading
each story, we asked participants to answer questions regarding the
eﬀectiveness and acceptability of the parental strategies in each comic
strip. Fig. 1 presents an example of the comic strips for the damaged
tools scenario; Table 1 presents the stories for the other conditions in
this scenario.

5.4.2. Perceived acceptability
To evaluate the strategies' acceptability, mothers rated the following
statement using a 5-point scale (1 = Unacceptable to 5 = Totally acceptable): “While thinking about the comic strip, please indicate the
extent to which you ﬁnd that the mother's behavior was acceptable”,
while children rated the following statement using a 4-point scale
(1 = Not okay to 4 = Totally okay): “According to you, what the mother
said and did in the comic strip was okay”. Reliability coeﬃcients for
mothers' ratings varied between 0.78 and 0.92, while correlations for
children's ratings varied between 0.57 and 0.80.

5.3.1. Pilot study
We conducted a pilot study to verify that stories involving logical
consequences were perceived as more logical than stories involving
mild punishments. Speciﬁcally, we asked a convenience sample of 70
undergraduate students to rate the extent to which each BLIMIT
strategy could be considered to be logical in each scenario. Paired t-tests
conﬁrmed that logical consequences are indeed perceived as more logical, t (65) = 10.08, p < 0.001.

5.5. Trait measures
Mothers and children rated participating mothers' actual AS parenting and structure to control for potential perceptual biases due to
family context. We included participants' own reports of these variables
in the analyses predicting their perceptions of the experimental conditions.

5.4. Dependent variables
5.4.1. Perceived eﬀectiveness in preventing future transgression
Mothers and children evaluated the strategies' eﬀectiveness by indicating the extent to which they would ensure child compliance in the
future. Mothers rated the following statement using a 5-point scale
(1 = Little or not eﬀective to 5 = Very eﬀective): “While thinking about
the comic strip, please indicate the extent to which you believe that the
mother's behavior will be eﬀective in preventing this situation from
repeating itself”, while children rated the following statement using a 4point scale (1 = Not at all true for me to 4 = Really true for me): “If my
mother acted this way with me…. I would brush my teeth next time”.

5.5.1. Actual AS parenting
Mothers reported on their own AS parenting using the 10-item
Parenting Attitude Scale (Gurland & Grolnick, 2005), which assesses
the extent to which parents tend to support their children's autonomy.
Mothers rated each item on a 7-point scale (1 = Strongly disagree to
7 = Strongly agree). A sample item is “I encourage my child to give his/
her opinions, even if we might disagree”. In this study, the internal
16
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Table 1
Stories for Scenario 1: Eva borrowed her parents' tools to build a birdhouse.
Condition

Story

Logical consequence in AS climate
Mild punishment in AS climate

This story is depicted in Fig. 1's comic strip.
Image 1- Mother: Eva, the toolbox stayed open outside all night long.
Child: Oh…
Image 2- Mother: I understand that you were so thrilled to have completed your birdhouse that you forgot the tools outside.
Image 3- Mother: The tools need to be stored properly to avoid being damaged.
Child: Hum, hum…
Image 4- 2 days later…
Mother: The tools stayed outside for two days. I expect that you put away the things that you use. Since you're not being careful, you can't
go out tonight.
Image 1- Mother: Eva, the toolbox stayed open outside all night long.
Child: Oh…
Image 2- Mother: I understand that you were so thrilled to have completed your birdhouse that you forgot the tools outside.
Image 3- Mother: The tools need to be stored properly to avoid being damaged.
Child: Hum, hum…
Image 4- 2 days later…
Mother: The tools stayed outside for two days. I expect that you put away the things that you use.
Image 1- Mother: Eva, the toolbox stayed open outside all night long.
Child: Oh…
Image 2- Mother: If you are unable to pick up your things, I won't lend you anything else!
Image 3- Mother: You haven't picked up the tools yet? It's impossible to trust you, you always disappoint me! Put them away now!
Child: Hum, hum…
Image 4- 2 days later…
Mother: The tools stayed outside for two days. This is unacceptable! Now, what these tools need is to be cleaned with this product that
removes rust.
Image 1- Mother: Eva, the toolbox stayed open outside all night long.
Child: Oh…
Image 2- Mother: If you are unable to pick up your things, I won't lend you anything else!
Image 3- Mother: You haven't picked up the tools yet? It's impossible to trust you, you always disappoint me! Put them away now!
Child: Hum, hum…
Image 4- 2 days later…
Mother: The tools stayed outside for two days. This is unacceptable! Since you're not being careful, you can't go out tonight!
Image 1- Mother: Eva, the toolbox stayed open outside all night long.
Child: Oh…
Image 2- Mother: If you are unable to pick up your things, I won't lend you anything else!
Image 3- Mother: You haven't picked up the tools yet? It's impossible to trust you, you always disappoint me! Put them away now!
Child: Hum, hum…
Image 4- 2 days later…
Mother: The tools stayed outside for two days. This is unacceptable!

No BLIMIT in AS climate

Logical consequence in CTL climate

Mild punishment in CTL climate

No BLIMIT in CTL climate

consistency was satisfactory, α = 0.70.
Using the Perceived Parental Autonomy Support Scale for children
(Joussemet et al., 2014; Mageau et al., 2015), children reported their
perception of the extent to which their mother supported their autonomy (9 items; e.g., “My mother can put herself in my shoes and
understand how I feel”) and used controlling strategies (9 reversed
items; e.g., “My mother makes me feel guilty to make me do what she
wants”). Children rated each statement on a 4-point scale (1 = Almost
never true to 4 = Almost always true). The internal consistency for this
study was high, α = 0.79.

this study, two of these six items were unreliable. After deletion of these
items, the internal consistency of the 4-item scale was low, α = 0.54.
5.6. Plan of analyses
We ﬁrst conducted a series of four repeated-measures ANOVAs,
adjusted for potential deviations of the sphericity assumption, to evaluate mothers' and children's beliefs about the eﬀectiveness and acceptability of BLIMIT strategies, as moderated by discipline climates.
Each analysis included two within-subject factors representing the experimental manipulations of BLIMIT strategies (3 levels; mild punishments, logical consequences, no BLIMIT) and discipline climates (2 levels; AS vs. CTL). When repeated-measures ANOVAs were signiﬁcant,
we interpreted bonferroni-adjusted post hoc comparisons.
As exploratory analyses, we also considered the moderating role of
actual AS parenting and structure by including participants' own reports
of these variables as additional factors in the original analyses. We used
the mean scores for actual AS parenting and structure to create highand low-score groups. We then entered these dichotomous variables as
two between-subject factors, creating a series of four mixed-model
ANOVAs. When mixed-model ANOVAs were signiﬁcant, we interpreted
Bonferroni-adjusted post hoc comparisons.

5.5.2. Actual parental structure
We used the 9-item Structure versus Laxness subscale of the
Parenting Scale (Arnold, O'Leary, Wolﬀ, & Acker, 1993) to obtain selfreports of the extent to which mothers set limits and enforced rules as
opposed to being more permissive. We asked mothers to rate how they
generally behaved toward their children using 9-point bipolar items,
where one pole was anchored with structure items (e.g. “When my child
won't do what I ask, I take some other action”) and the other with
laxness items (e.g. “When my child won't do what I ask, I often let it go
or end up doing it myself”). In the present study, the internal consistency was high, α = 0.80.
Using the 6-item child version of the Structure versus Laxness subscale of the Parenting Scale, children reported their perception of the
extent to which their mother set limits as opposed to being permissive
(Joussemet et al., 2014). They rated the items (e.g., “When I do
something my mother doesn't like, she often lets it go”, recoded item)
on a 4-point scale (1 = Almost never true to 4 = Almost always true). In

6. Results
6.1. Mothers' beliefs
Although there were signiﬁcant interactions between BLIMIT
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6.1.4. Main eﬀect of BLIMIT strategies on mothers' acceptability beliefs
The main eﬀect of BLIMIT strategies on mothers' acceptability beliefs was signiﬁcant and in the expected direction, F(1.87, 291.36)
= 66.19, p < 0.001, ηp2 = 0.30. Mothers perceived logical consequences, M = 3.53, SD = 0.64, as signiﬁcantly more acceptable than
both mild punishments, M = 3.01, SD = 0.75, and no BLIMIT,
M = 2.86, SD = 0.68, while they perceived no diﬀerence in acceptability between these two latter conditions.

strategies and discipline climates when predicting mothers' eﬀectiveness and acceptability beliefs, the general patterns of mean diﬀerences
between BLIMIT strategies were the same across climates. Starting with
eﬀectiveness beliefs and then moving on to acceptability beliefs, we
present the main eﬀects of BLIMIT strategies and discipline climates
ﬁrst, followed by their interaction.
6.1.1. Main eﬀect of BLIMIT strategies on mothers' eﬀectiveness beliefs
The main eﬀect of BLIMIT strategies on mothers' eﬀectiveness beliefs was signiﬁcant and in the expected direction, F(1.97, 309.80)
= 103.03, p < 0.001, ηp2 = 0.40. Mothers evaluated logical consequences, M = 3.24, SD = 0.82, as more eﬀective than mild punishments, M = 2.68, SD = 0.89, which were perceived as more eﬀective
than no BLIMIT, M = 2.11, SD = 0.69.

6.1.5. Main eﬀect of discipline climates on mothers' acceptability beliefs
The main eﬀect of discipline climates on mothers' acceptability
beliefs was also signiﬁcant, F(1.00, 156.00) = 265.49, p < 0.001,
ηp2 = 0.63, and revealed that mothers perceived AS climates,
M = 3.66, SD = 0.71, as more acceptable than CTL ones, M = 2.60,
SD = 0.65.

6.1.2. Main eﬀect of discipline climates on mothers' eﬀectiveness beliefs
The main eﬀect of discipline climates on mothers' eﬀectiveness
beliefs was also signiﬁcant, F(1.00, 157.00) = 110.46, p < 0.001,
ηp2 = 0.41, and revealed that mothers perceived AS climates,
M = 3.00, SD = 0.69, as more eﬀective than CTL ones, M = 2.35,
SD = 0.69.

6.1.6. BLIMIT strategies X discipline climates on mothers' acceptability
beliefs
The signiﬁcant interaction between BLIMIT strategies and discipline
climates on mothers' acceptability beliefs indicated that diﬀerences
between mothers' perceptions of BLIMIT strategies diﬀered when strategies were preceded by AS versus CTL climates, F(1.98, 309.03)
= 4.49, p = 0.012, ηp2 = 0.03. Again, simple eﬀects revealed that
diﬀerences in acceptability ratings between BLIMIT strategies were
accentuated in AS climates compared to CTL ones (AS climates, F(1.82,
292.26) = 55.08, p < 0.001, ηp2 = 0.26; CTL climates, F(2.00,
321.65) = 41.22, p < 0.001, ηp2 = 0.20), which was contrary to
Baumrind (2012)’s proposition. Thus, mirroring the main eﬀect, mothers believed that, in both discipline climates, logical consequences
(AS climates, M = 4.11, SD = 0.78; CTL climates, M = 2.94,
SD = 0.85) were signiﬁcantly more acceptable than both mild punishments (AS climates, M = 3.50, SD = 0.94; CTL climates, M = 2.51,
SD = 0.81) and no BLIMIT (AS climates, M = 3.35, SD = 0.99; CTL
climates, M = 2.36, SD = 0.77). These two latter strategies did not
diﬀer from each other. Once again, all observed diﬀerences were larger
in AS than in CTL climates (see Fig. 3).

6.1.3. BLIMIT strategies X discipline climates on mothers' eﬀectiveness
beliefs
The signiﬁcant interaction between BLIMIT strategies and discipline
climates on mothers' eﬀectiveness beliefs indicated that diﬀerences
between mothers' perceptions of BLIMIT strategies diﬀered when strategies were preceded by AS versus CTL climates, F(1.99, 312.77)
= 8.09, p < 0.001, ηp2 = 0.05. However, contrary to Baumrind
(2012)’s proposition, simple eﬀects revealed that diﬀerences in eﬀectiveness ratings between BLIMIT strategies were not reduced in AS
climates; rather, they were accentuated in such climates compared to
CTL ones (AS climates, F(1.99, 319.91) = 94.88, p < 0.001,
ηp2 = 0.37; CTL climates, F(1.97, 316.67) = 66.49, p < 0.001,
ηp2 = 0.29). Thus, mirroring the main eﬀect, mothers believed that, in
both discipline climates, logical consequences (AS climates, M = 3.63,
SD = 0.97; CTL climates, M = 2.83, SD = 0.95) were signiﬁcantly
more eﬀective than mild punishments (AS climates, M = 3.03,
SD = 1.00; CTL climates, M = 2.34, SD = 0.98), which were perceived
as signiﬁcantly more eﬀective than no BLIMIT (AS climates, M = 2.35,
SD = 0.96; CTL climates, M = 1.89, SD = 0.79). All observed diﬀerences were however larger in AS than in CTL climates (see Fig. 2).

6.2. Children's beliefs
There was no signiﬁcant interaction between BLIMIT strategies and
discipline climates when predicting children's eﬀectiveness, F(2.00,
391.81) = 2.26, p = 0.11, or acceptability beliefs, F(1.95, 339.92)
= 1.77, p = 0.17. The diﬀerences between BLIMIT strategies were thus
Fig. 2. Mothers' perceived eﬀectiveness of the behavioral limitation
strategies depending on the discipline climate.
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Fig. 3. Mothers' perceived acceptability of the behavioral limitation
strategies depending on the discipline climate.

involved BLIMIT strategies and either actual AS parenting or structure.
Four- and three-way interactions were not signiﬁcant. Speciﬁcally,
maternal self-reports of both AS parenting, F(1.97, 299.10) = 3.65,
p = 0.028, ηp2 = 0.02, and structure, F(1.97, 299.10) = 3.23,
p = 0.042, ηp2 = 0.02, moderated mothers' eﬀectiveness beliefs, while
only self-reports of AS parenting moderated mothers' acceptability beliefs, F(1.89, 285.58) = 6.87, p = 0.002, ηp2 = 0.04.
These results ﬁrst showed that low and high AS mothers, and low
and high structuring mothers, ranked the three BLIMIT strategies in the
same order of eﬀectiveness as observed in the main analyses. However,
the diﬀerences between logical consequences and the two other conditions were accentuated for high AS mothers, while all observed differences were accentuated for high structuring mothers (see Tables 2
and 3, respectively). For mothers' acceptability beliefs, the same pattern
of results as the one observed in the main analyses was found but only
for mothers high in self-reported AS parenting. High AS mothers perceived logical consequences as more acceptable than the other two
conditions, which did not diﬀer from each other. In contrast, low AS
mothers rated logical consequences as more acceptable than the two
other strategies, but they also rated mild punishments as more acceptable than no BLIMIT (see Table 2).
We observed no similar interaction for children, suggesting that the
way they perceived their mothers' actual AS parenting and structure did
not moderate their perceptions of depicted BLIMIT strategies. All reported ﬁndings remained signiﬁcant when we entered children's perceptions of their own mothers' AS parenting and structure in the model.
Moreover, the marginally signiﬁcant mean diﬀerence between children's eﬀectiveness ratings of logical consequences and the no BLIMIT
condition (i.e., logical consequences > no BLIMIT) became signiﬁcant
at p = 0.043.

similar, whether BLIMIT strategies were preceded by AS or CTL climates. We present the main eﬀects for BLIMIT strategies and discipline
climates predicting eﬀectiveness beliefs ﬁrst, followed by those predicting acceptability beliefs.
6.2.1. Main eﬀect of BLIMIT strategies on children's eﬀectiveness beliefs
There was a signiﬁcant main eﬀect of the BLIMIT strategies on
children's eﬀectiveness beliefs, F(1.94, 380.88) = 7.43, p = 0.001,
ηp2 = 0.04. Children rated both BLIMIT strategies (i.e., logical consequences, M = 3.19, SD = 0.90, and mild punishments, M = 3.25,
SD = 0.93) as more eﬀective than no BLIMIT, M = 3.10, SD = 0.89,
although the mean diﬀerence between logical consequences and no
BLIMIT was marginally signiﬁcant at p = 0.056. Interestingly, children's eﬀectiveness ratings of logical consequences did not diﬀer from
those of mild punishments, p = 0.344.
6.2.2. Main eﬀect of discipline climates on children's eﬀectiveness beliefs
The distinction between AS and CTL discipline climates was clear
for children in terms of eﬀectiveness, F(1, 196) = 6.76, p = 0.010,
ηp2 = 0.03. Children rated the strategies as more eﬀective when they
were preceded by AS climates, M = 3.22, SD = 0.86, compared to CTL
ones, M = 3.14, SD = 0.91.
6.2.3. Main eﬀect of BLIMIT strategies on children's acceptability beliefs
There was a signiﬁcant main eﬀect of the BLIMIT strategies on
children's acceptability beliefs, F(1.97, 341.98) = 4.72, p = 0.010,
ηp2 = 0.03. Children believed that logical consequences, M = 2.91,
SD = 0.66, were more acceptable than mild punishments, M = 2.75,
SD = 0.74. However, neither of these means is signiﬁcantly diﬀerent
from the no BLIMIT condition, M = 2.80, SD = 0.69.
6.2.4. Main eﬀect of discipline climates on children's acceptability beliefs
The main eﬀect of discipline climates on children's acceptability
beliefs was also signiﬁcant, F(1, 174) = 71.20, p < 0.001, ηp2 = 0.29.
Speciﬁcally, children rated the strategies as more acceptable when they
were preceded by AS climates, M = 3.05, SD = 0.60, compared to
controlling ones, M = 2.59, SD = 0.75.

Table 2
Means (SD) of mothers' perceived eﬀectiveness and acceptability of BLIMIT strategies
depending on self-reported actual AS parenting.
No BLIMIT

6.3. Moderating eﬀects of actual parenting on mothers' and children's beliefs
Mixed-model ANOVAs including BLIMIT strategies and discipline
climates as within-subject factors and actual AS parenting and structure
as between-subjects factors revealed three two-way interactions that

Mild punishments

Logical consequences

Perceived eﬀectiveness
Low actual AS
2.16 (0.68)a
High actual AS
2.09 (0.68)a

2.86 (0.90)b
2.51 (0.87)b

3.23 (0.80)c
3.27 (0.83)c

Perceived acceptability
Low actual AS
2.80 (0.74)a
High actual AS
2.94 (0.62)a

3.16 (0.75)b
2.87 (0.74)a

3.53 (0.66)c
3.54 (0.61)b

Note. For each row, means with diﬀerent subscripts diﬀer signiﬁcantly at p < 0.05.
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than relying solely on repeating the rule without behavioral limitation
(no BLIMIT). Many researchers have underlined the importance of ruleenforcement, suggesting that behavioral limitations provide children
with valuable information about the importance of the broken rule and
the parent's willingness to exert authority (Baumrind, 2012; Grolnick &
Pomerantz, 2009). This study is the ﬁrst to provide direct evidence that
children evaluate parents' use of BLIMIT strategies to adjust their conscious intentions regarding compliance. This has important implications for the parent-child relationship. Indeed, one can speculate that
witnessing low compliance intentions in children could encourage some
parents to make internal attributions for children's transgressions (e.g.,
lack of respect). Internal attributions, in turn, have been linked to more
coercive parenting (Critchley & Sanson, 2006). By highlighting the role
of behavioral limitations in establishing parental authority, this study
should help parents understand their own impact on their child's
compliance intentions.
As another important contribution, the present study reveals that
the distinction between logical consequences and mild punishments is
relevant to predict mothers' and children's eﬀectiveness and acceptability beliefs regarding BLIMIT strategies. Looking at eﬀectiveness
ratings, mothers reported that logical consequences were more eﬀective
than mild punishments for preventing future transgressions, whereas
children rather believed that logical consequences were as eﬀective as
mild punishments. It is possible that mothers are more prone to consider children's likely emotions when evaluating the eﬀectiveness of
behavioral limitations, whereas children may focus primarily on what
they will be required to do or what they will lose, which then puts
logical consequences and mild punishments on equal footing in terms of
eﬀectiveness. Despite the diﬀerence in mothers' and child's ratings,
results clearly suggest that one can be optimistic about the potential
eﬀectiveness of logical consequences.
Regarding acceptability beliefs, both mothers and children agreed
that logical consequences were more acceptable than mild punishments. Higher acceptability beliefs, in turn, should promote value internalization in children (Grusec & Goodnow, 1994) and mothers'
willingness to use these BLIMIT strategies (Hamilton et al., 2016). Examining the nature of logical consequences and mild punishments, it
seems likely that taking action in a way that requires children to take
responsibility for their behaviors instead of making children mind increases the informational value of BLIMIT strategies and hence, their
acceptability. In their inﬂuential review, Grusec and Goodnow (1994)
stressed the importance of investigating the factors that inﬂuence acceptability beliefs regarding BLIMIT strategies. While numerous studies
examined the impact of social domains on the legitimacy of parental
authority (Smetana, 2011), relatively less is known about the characteristics of non-coercive BLIMIT strategies that can make them more
acceptable in high-legitimacy situations. The present study contributes
to this literature by suggesting that the characteristics of logical consequences could constitute distinctive features of optimal BLIMIT strategies.

Table 3
Mean (SD) of mothers' perceived eﬀectiveness of BLIMIT strategies depending on selfreported actual structure.
Perceived eﬀectiveness

Low structure
High structure

No BLIMIT

Mild punishments

Logical consequences

2.24 (0.66)a
2.04 (0.69)a

2.64 (0.90)b
2.73 (0.91)b

3.18 (0.83)c
3.32 (0.80)c

Note. For each row, means with diﬀerent subscripts diﬀer signiﬁcantly at p < 0.05.

7. Discussion
Overall, the eﬀects of BLIMIT strategies and discipline climates on
perceived eﬀectiveness and acceptability were similar for mothers and
children, albeit with some diﬀerences. Mothers rated logical consequences as the most eﬀective BLIMIT strategy for preventing future
transgressions, and rated no BLIMIT as least eﬀective. They also rated
logical consequences as more acceptable than mild punishments and no
BLIMIT. We observed these eﬀects in both discipline climates despite a
signiﬁcant interaction between BLIMIT strategies and climates. This
interaction revealed that all observed diﬀerences between BLIMIT
strategies were accentuated when they were preceded by AS climates
compared to CTL ones. Moreover, mothers perceived all BLIMIT strategies more positively in AS climates compared to CTL ones, again
despite the interaction.
Children believed that logical consequences and mild punishments
were equally eﬀective in preventing transgressions, and that both
strategies were more eﬀective than no BLIMIT. However, children rated
logical consequences as more acceptable than mild punishments, but no
signiﬁcant diﬀerence was found between these two BLIMIT strategies
and the no BLIMIT condition. Like mothers, children perceived BLIMIT
strategies more positively in AS climates compared to CTL ones.
However, for children, the eﬀects of BLIMIT strategies and discipline
climates were additive as diﬀerences between BLIMIT strategies were
constant across climates.
Finally, exploratory analyses showed that these patterns of mean
diﬀerences were generally observed for all participants, although mothers' reports of their own optimal parenting (i.e., high AS parenting or
structure) sometimes accentuated the observed diﬀerences between
BLIMIT strategies. There was also one instance where the patterns of
mean diﬀerences in mothers' ratings diﬀered across high and low AS
mothers. Speciﬁcally, while high AS mothers perceived mild punishments and no BLIMIT as equally acceptable, low AS mothers perceived
mild punishments as more acceptable than no BLIMIT. It thus seems
that participating mothers' own parenting can inﬂuence the extent to
which they are attuned to diﬀerences in BLIMIT strategies.
Although the impact of BLIMIT strategies on children's subsequent
behaviors remains to be tested, the main ﬁndings of the present study
clearly show that the nature of BLIMIT strategies and discipline climates inﬂuence mothers' and children's perceptions of BLIMIT strategies. Understanding mothers' and children's perceptions of BLIMIT
strategies is crucial if we consider that these beliefs partly determine
mothers' willingness to use these BLIMIT strategies (Hamilton et al.,
2016) and children's reactions to these strategies (e.g., Lansford et al.,
2010). By providing a better understanding of mothers and children's
perceptions of BLIMIT strategies, this study thus greatly contributes to
the parenting literature.

7.1.2. BLIMIT strategies as moderated by discipline climates
The importance of considering the nature of BLIMIT strategies is
further supported by the fact that both mothers and children perceived
logical consequences as more acceptable than mild punishments in all
climates, despite the interaction obtained with maternal ratings. This
interaction in turn revealed that discipline climates only accentuated all
observed diﬀerences between BLIMIT strategies in AS climates compared to CTL ones. Thus, contrary to past propositions (Baumrind,
2012), mild punishments were not as acceptable as logical consequences when they were preceded by AS climates, which included
behaviors akin to reasoning and responsiveness (i.e., rationales and
acknowledgement of feelings). This suggests that pairing mild punishments with rationales is not suﬃcient to increase the informational
value of BLIMIT strategies. On the contrary, using logical consequences
instead of mild punishments seems to increase the informational value

7.1. Theoretical implications
7.1.1. BLIMIT strategies
As a ﬁrst theoretical contribution, this study shows that, in rulebreaking situations pertaining to non-personal domains, both mothers
and children believe that limiting children's behaviors (through mild
punishments or logical consequences) should yield more compliance
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several obstacles may prevent the implementation of optimal parental
strategies (e.g., stress, lack of energy, challenging child; Grolnick,
2003). Future research is thus needed to test if diﬀerences in eﬀectiveness and acceptability beliefs actually translate into corresponding
behaviors.
Other limitations that could potentially reduce generalizability include the fact that mothers in this sample were well-educated and that
our response rate was low. Other groups of mothers or mothers who
chose not to participate could have perceived the same BLIMIT strategies diﬀerently. We also investigated BLIMIT strategies for rules in nonpersonal domains only (Smetana, 2011). Future research could examine
how eﬀectiveness and acceptability beliefs regarding BLIMIT strategies
vary across social domains. In light of past ﬁndings, we would expect
behavioral limitations to be least acceptable in the personal domain.
Moreover, child reports of actual maternal structure had less than satisfactory internal consistency. This could be due to the fact that the
child version of this scale did not include bipolar items, contrary to the
mothers' version (Joussemet et al., 2014). It is possible that the meaning
of structure items is clearer when we pair these items with permissive
ones. Finally, we compared logical consequences and mild punishments
on a limited set of dependent variables. Future research should distinguish between controlled and autonomous forms of compliance as well
as examine the impact of BLIMIT strategies on other variables implicated in the socialization process, such as emotions, need satisfaction, and perceived parental intentions.

of behavioral limitation over and above what rationales provide. The
fact that logical consequences were still perceived as more acceptable
than mild punishments in AS climates is particularly noteworthy because the positive valence of AS climates was made salient to participants through the use of highly CTL behaviors as comparison conditions
(i.e., guilt-inductions and threats as opposed to less CTL strategies such
as orders or warnings).
7.1.3. Discipline climates
This is not to say, however, that discipline climates do not inﬂuence
participants' perceptions of BLIMIT strategies. Main eﬀects show that
both mothers and children perceived all BLIMIT strategies as more
acceptable when they were preceded by AS climates than by CTL ones.
Yet, because AS climates improved the perception of all BLIMIT strategies, signiﬁcant diﬀerences between these strategies were still observed in AS climates. Taken together, these ﬁndings suggest the importance of considering both the nature of BLIMIT strategies and the
discipline climate in which they occur, as both yield signiﬁcant and
complementary eﬀects (additive for children; interactive with accentuated diﬀerences for mothers).
7.1.4. Actual parenting on eﬀectiveness and acceptability beliefs
Finally, exploratory analyses suggest that mothers' own parenting
style may inﬂuence their perceptions of BLIMIT strategies. For instance,
while all mothers thought that logical consequences were more eﬀective than mild punishments, these signiﬁcant disparities were slightly
accentuated for mothers reporting high AS parenting and structure.
Similarly, high AS mothers perceived greater acceptability disparities
between logical consequences and mild punishments than low AS ones.
It thus seems that mothers who report using more optimal parental
strategies (high self-reported AS parenting or structure) are more aware
of the potential beneﬁts of logical consequences compared to mild
punishments.
In addition, only mothers who reported being low in AS parenting
perceived the no BLIMIT condition as signiﬁcantly less acceptable than
mild punishments while highly AS mothers did not. It is possible that no
BLIMIT is more at odds with the values of low AS mothers who may
value prompt obedience to a greater extent. One should note however
that diﬀerences in perceptions as a function of mothers' self-reported
parental practices were not systematic, thereby limiting their interpretation. Given that we did not observe similar interactions with
children's ratings, future research is needed to replicate these results.

7.3. Practical implications
From a practical perspective, this research constitutes a valuable
contribution to the parenting literature because it questions the widely
accepted proposition that mild punishments are the optimal BLIMIT
strategy. As a replacement for mild punishments, this study points to
logical consequences as a new and promising approach to behavioral
limitation in non-personal domains. Both mothers and children perceived logical consequences as more acceptable and as at least as effective as mild punishments. These beliefs, in turn, are likely to encourage mothers to use logical consequences, and children to react
positively to these BLIMIT strategies. Although additional research is
needed to examine the speciﬁc impact of logical consequences on
children's actual behaviors, past research has shown that teaching logical consequences along with other authority exertion practices helps
reduce children's mental health problems (Joussemet et al., 2014).
In addition, by showing a positive eﬀect of AS climates on mothers'
and children's eﬀectiveness beliefs, this study suggests that AS behaviors could be beneﬁcial even in rule-breaking situations. Numerous
studies have shown that AS behaviors are associated with more positive
child outcomes whether parents are playing with their children, introducing them to uninteresting task or setting limits (see Joussemet
et al., 2008, for a review). The present results suggest that positive
outcomes are also likely to occur when parents remind/enforce the
rules in a more AS way. Future research is now needed to test AS climates' actual eﬀectiveness in preventing child transgressions in real life
situations.

7.2. Strengths and limitations
The experimental design of this study allowed for direct comparisons of BLIMIT strategies, which constitutes an important strength. In
addition, although we did not gather additional information on the
validity of the scenarios from the actual participants, a pilot study using
a convenience sample conﬁrmed that scenarios depicting logical consequences were more logical than scenarios presenting punishments.
Also, and as recommended by recent reviews on experimental vignette
methodology (Aguinis & Bradley, 2014), we based the scenarios on a
well-established theoretical framework (i.e., Self-Determination
Theory) and enhanced their realism by presenting them using comic
strips. These procedures together with the pilot study increase our
conﬁdence in the validity of our experimental manipulations. Using
hypothetical scenarios can nevertheless limit the generalizability of the
ﬁndings. Speciﬁcally, although children have been shown to respond
similarly whether they evaluate hypothetical scenarios or their own
parents (McMurtry, Chambers, McGrath, & Asp, 2010), mothers and
children could perceive BLIMIT strategies diﬀerently when they observe these strategies in other families than when they observe them in
their own life. In addition, although mothers' acceptability and eﬀectiveness beliefs are likely to predict behavioral intentions, and in turn
subsequent strategy use (Hamilton et al., 2016; Oh & Bayer, 2017),

8. Conclusion
In sum, whether to limit children's behaviors or not, and how to do
so, are diﬃcult decisions that parents are constantly making. The
strategy that is currently recommended to limit children's behaviors is
mild punishments. Unfortunately, this BLIMIT strategy is far from being
optimal as it may arouse negative feelings that can interfere with the
internalization process (Gershoﬀ et al., 2010). This study oﬀers logical
consequences as a promising alternative approach to behavioral limitation. Future research is now needed to determine if logical consequences should become the new recommended BLIMIT strategy.
21

Journal of Applied Developmental Psychology 54 (2018) 12–22

G.A. Mageau et al.

References

Hoﬀman, M. L. (1983). Aﬀective and cognitive processes in moral internalization: An
information processing approach. In E. T. Higgins, D. Ruble, & W. Hartup (Eds.).
Social cognition and social development: A sociocultural perspective (pp. 236–274).
Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press.
Joussemet, M., Landry, R., & Koestner, R. (2008). A self-determination theory perspective
on parenting. Canadian Psychology, 49, 194–200. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/
a0012754.
Joussemet, M., Mageau, G. A., & Koestner, R. (2014). Promoting optimal parenting and
children's mental health: A preliminary evaluation of the how-to parenting program.
Journal of Child and Family Studies, 23, 949–964. http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10826013-9751-0.
Kochanska, G., & Thompson, R. A. (1997). The emergence and development of conscience
in toddlerhood and early childhood. In J. E. G. L. Kuczynski (Ed.). Parenting and
children's internalization of values: A handbook of contemporary theory (pp. 53–77).
Hoboken, NJ, US: John Wiley & Sons Inc.
Koestner, R., Ryan, R. M., Bernieri, F., & Holt, K. (1984). Setting limits on children's
behavior: The diﬀerential eﬀects of controlling vs. informational styles on intrinsic
motivation and creativity. Journal of Personality, 52, 233–248. http://dx.doi.org/10.
1111/j.1467-6494.1984.tb00879.x.
Kremer, M., Smith, A. B., & Lawrence, J. A. (2010). Family discipline incidents: An
analysis of parental diaries. Journal of Family Studies, 16, 251–263. http://dx.doi.org/
10.5172/jfs.16.3.251.
Lansford, J. E., Malone, P. S., Dodge, K. A., Chang, L., Chaudhary, N., Tapanya, S., ...
Deater-Deckard, K. (2010). Children's perceptions of maternal hostility as a mediator
of the link between discipline and children's adjustment in four countries.
International Journal of Behavioral Development, 34, 452–461. http://dx.doi.org/10.
1177/0165025409354933.
Larzelere, R. E., Cox, R. B., & Mandara, J. (2013). Responding to misbehavior in young
children: How authoritative parents enhance reasoning with ﬁrm control. In R. E.
Larzelere, A. S. Morris, & A. W. Harrist (Eds.). Authoritative parenting: Synthesizing
nurturance and discipline for optimal child development (pp. 89–111). Washington, DC,
US: American Psychological Association.
Mageau, G. A., Ranger, F., Joussemet, M., Koestner, R., Moreau, E., & Forest, J. (2015).
Validation of the Perceived Parental Autonomy Support Scale (P-PASS). Canadian
Journal of Behavioural Science, 47, 251–262. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/a0039325.
McMurtry, C. M., Chambers, C. T., McGrath, P. J., & Asp, E. (2010). When “don't worry”
communicates fear: Children's perceptions of parental reassurance and distraction
during a painful medical procedure. Pain, 150, 52–58. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.
pain.2010.02.021.
Moller, A. C., Deci, E. L., & Elliot, A. J. (2010). Person-level relatedness and the incremental value of relating. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 36, 754–767.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0146167210371622.
Nucci, L. P. (1984). Evaluating teachers as social agents: Students' ratings of domain
appropriate and domain inappropriate teacher responses to transgressions. American
Educational Research Journal, 21, 367–378. http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/1162449.
Oh, E., & Bayer, J. K. (2017). Predicting parents' intentions to seek help for young children's mental health. International Journal of Mental Health Promotion, 19, 38–49.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14623730.2016.1276024.
Patterson, G. R., & Fisher, P. A. (2002). Recent developments in our understanding of
parenting: Bidirectional eﬀects, causal models, and the search for parsimony. In M. H.
Bornstein (Ed.). Handbook of parenting: Vol. 5: Practical issues in parenting (pp. 59–88).
(2nd ed). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.
Smetana, J. G. (2011). Adolescents, families, and social development: How teens construct
their worlds. Wiley-Blackwell: Wiley-Blackwell.
Smetana, J. G., & Asquith, P. (1994). Adolescents' and parents' conceptions of parental
authority and personal autonomy. Child Development, 65, 1147–1162. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1111/j.1467-624.1994.tb00809.x.
Smetana, J. G., Wong, M., Ball, C., & Yau, J. (2014). American and Chinese children's
evaluations of personal domain events and resistance to parental authority. Child
Development, 85, 626–642. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/cdev.12140.
Soenens, B., & Vansteenkiste, M. (2010). A theoretical upgrade of the concept of parental
psychological control: Proposing new insights on the basis of self-determination
theory. Developmental Review, 30, 74–99. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.dr.2009.11.
001.

Aguinis, H., & Bradley, K. J. (2014). Best practice recommendations for designing and
implementing experimental vignette methodology studies. Organizational Research
Methods, 17, 351–371. http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/1094428114547952.
Arnold, D. S., O'Leary, S. G., Wolﬀ, L. S., & Acker, M. M. (1993). The parenting scale: A
measure of dysfunctional parenting in discipline situations. Psychological Assessment,
5, 137–144. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/1040-3590.5.2.137.
Aunola, K., & Nurmi, J.-E. (2005). The role of parenting styles in children's problem
behavior. Child Development, 76, 1144–1159. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.14678624.2005.00841.x.
Barter, C., & Renold, E. (2000). ‘I wanna tell you a story’: Exploring the application of
vignettes in qualitative research with children and young people. International Journal
of Social Research Methodology: Theory & Practice, 3, 307–323. http://dx.doi.org/10.
1080/13645570050178594.
Baumrind, D. (2012). Diﬀerentiating between confrontive and coercive kinds of parental
power-assertive disciplinary practices. Human Development, 55, 35–51. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1159/000337962.
Critchley, C. R., & Sanson, A. V. (2006). Is parent disciplinary behavior enduring or situational? A multilevel modeling investigation of individual and contextual inﬂuences on power assertive and inductive reasoning behaviors. Journal of Applied
Developmental Psychology, 27, 370–388. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.appdev.2006.
04.006.
Darling, N., Cumsille, P., & Martínez, M. L. (2007). Adolescents' as active agents in the
socialization process: Legitimacy of parental authority and obligation to obey as
predictors of obedience. Journal of Adolescence, 30, 297–311. http://dx.doi.org/10.
1016/j.adolescence.2006.03.003.
Darling, N., & Steinberg, L. (1993). Parenting style as context: An integrative model.
Psychological Bulletin, 113, 487–496. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0033-2909.113.3.
487.
Farkas, M. S. (2007). Parental provision of structure: A comprehensive conceptualization
and operationalization. Dissertation Abstracts International: Section B: The Sciences and
Engineering, 67, 6094.
Farkas, M. S., & Grolnick, W. S. (2010). Examining the components and concomitants of
parental structure in the academic domain. Motivation and Emotion, 34, 266–279.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11031-010-9176-7.
Gershoﬀ, E. T., Grogan-Kaylor, A., Lansford, J. E., Chang, L., Zelli, A., Deater-Deckard, K.,
& Dodge, K. A. (2010). Parent discipline practices in an international sample:
Associations with child behaviors and moderation by perceived normativeness. Child
Development, 81, 487–502. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8624.2009.01409.x.
Ginott, H. G. (1965). Between parent and child: New solutions to old problems. Oxford,
England: Macmillan.
Grolnick, W. S. (2003). The psychology of parental control: How well-meant parenting
backﬁres. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Publishers.
Grolnick, W. S., & Pomerantz, E. M. (2009). Issues and challenges in studying parental
control: Toward a new conceptualization. Child Development Perspectives, 3, 165–170.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1750-8606.2009.00099.x.
Grusec, J. E., & Davidov, M. (2010). Integrating diﬀerent perspectives on socialization
theory and research: A domain-speciﬁc approach. Child Development, 81, 687–709.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-8624.2010.01426.x.
Grusec, J. E., & Goodnow, J. J. (1994). Impact of parental discipline methods on the
child's internalization of values: A reconceptualization of current points of view.
Developmental Psychology, 30, 4–19. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0012-1649.30.1.4.
Gurland, S. T., & Grolnick, W. S. (2005). Perceived threat, controlling parenting, and
children's achievement orientations. Motivation and Emotion, 29, 103–121. http://dx.
doi.org/10.1007/s11031-005-7956-2.
Hamilton, K., Spinks, T., White, K. M., Kavanagh, D. J., & Walsh, A. M. (2016). A psychosocial analysis of parents' decisions for limiting their young child's screen time: An
examination of attitudes, social norms and roles, and control perceptions. British
Journal of Health Psychology, 21, 285–301. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/bjhp.12168.
Harter, S. (1985). Manual for the self-perception proﬁle for children. Denver: University of
Denver.
Helwig, C. C., To, S., Wang, Q., Liu, C., & Yang, S. (2014). Judgments and reasoning about
parental discipline involving induction and psychological control in China and
Canada. Child Development, 85, 1150–1167. http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/cdev.12183.

22

